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secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Municipal Judge Charles E. Toney, Roy Wilkins the editor of Crisis, one of the best-known Negro lawyers in the country Thurgood Marshall, William T. Andrews who is one of the senior members of the state assembly, and W. E. B. Du Bois. The rents on Sugar Hill are perhaps $85.00 a month, for something very much like apartments on Park Avenue, and which on Park Avenue would cost $300.
I went up to Harlem with two Negro friends a few evenings ago, and tried to learn a little. It is a community constantly in motion. Like New Rochelle, it is a kind of bedroom for the rest of New York; people live here, and work downtown. It has several Negro newspapers, including the conservative Amsterdam AYttvr and the radical People's Voice. There is no Negro department store; most of the shopkeepers on the main street (i25th) are Jews. Almost all real estate is white absentee owned, though one Negro businessman, A. A. Austin, is a substantial owner; there is no Negro bank (but local branches of the great white banks employ Negro personnel); about seventy-five saloons and one movie house are Negro owned, but no more; the chief hotel is a remarkable establishment called the Theresa, almost exclusively Negro, but it is white owned, and several whites live in it. The chief Negro business in Harlem on a broad level is insurance (unless you want to count religion as a business), and on a narrower level hairclressing.
The \vhole community is, of course, strongly labor conscious. At least 50,000 Negroes in New York City are mem1>ers of unions, including laundry workers, garment workers, hod carriers, longshoremen, painters, maritime workers, and members of the United Office and Professional Workers, CIO. Probably some single streets in Harlem have more Negro trade unionists than the entire state of Georgia. In New York as a whole there is probably less discrimination against Negroes, in employment and otherwise, than in any other city in America. In fact many familiar forms of anti-Negro discrimination are illegal in New York. Of course some discriminations, illegal or not, do continue to exist.
Harlem has no single political boss, any more than New York City itself has a single boss. You can find every shade of opinion on any question. Some Harlemites 'are "handkerchief-heads"; some frankly call themselves "antiwhite." Once the community had a picturesque creature, Abdul Hamid Sufi, who was called the Black Hitler, and who, despite this name, operated a "Temple of Peace and Tranquillity." There are extremely conservative Negroes, like Dr. Clilan B. Powell, editor of the Amsterdam News, a member of the State Boxing Commission, and assistant publicity director of the Republican National Committee, and there are equally some extreme radicals, as well as many who defy classification. The president of the New Yorfc City Civil Service Commission, Ferdinand Q. Morton, is a Negro, and so is a member of the state Committee